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Tafelkop residents, who are fed-up with crimi-
nals targeting their community, have taken the 
law into their own hands. This is after a string 
of crimes committed at Mashemong Section in 
the village recently. According to residents, a 
number of community members, particularly 
women were robbed of their hand bags when 
returning from work. Apart from the armed 
robberies on the streets, there is also a house 
breaking outcry where residents are woken up 
by intruders with guns robbing them inside their 
houses. Some residents have reported wheels 
removed from their vehicles and other objects 
including wheelbarrows being stolen during the 
night. Cases were reported with the police with 
no arrests made, leading to the community to 
hunt and catch the thieves to deliver a swift 
justice. Three alleged criminals were caught 
in separate incidents and given a taste of mob 
justice before they could be apprehended to 
the police. A community member, who did 
not want to be named, said the criminals have 
been terrorizing the community since the an-
nouncement of the nationwide lockdown in 
March. “The crimes are committed mainly by 
nyaope addicts who were chased away from 
Groblersdal Town as a result of the lockdown 
regulations. They are back in numbers in the 
village to commit crime and feed their habit. A 
number of cases were reported but no one was 
arrested which angered the community to end 
up punishing the criminals,” he said. He said 
the criminals target defenseless women who 
are coming from work to rob them of money 
and cellphones. “They wait until it gets dark 
and start with their mission targeting women 
because they cannot fight back, robbing them 
on gunpoint,” he said. He added that three of 
the robbers were caught in the act and assaulted 
brutally by angry residents. He said the latest 
incident happened a few weeks ago where a 
middle aged man was caught after robbing a 
woman who was on her way home from work 
in Groblersdal. “The woman was on her way 
home passing next to AFM Church next to 
Nonyane filling station around 19:00 when a 

Fed-up residents take the law into 
their own hands

One of the alleged criminals lying 
helplessly in a pool of blood after he 
was assaulted by the community of 
Mashemong Section in Tafelkop.

gun was pointed at her. Her handbag was taken 
with money inside. She screamed for help, 
community members responded quickly to give 

a chase and the man was caught. Residents mo-
bilized and the alleged criminal was assaulted 
with anything that they can lay their hand on 
baying for his blood. He was rescued by the 
police and still in hospital fighting for his life,” 
he said. He said the other criminals who were 
assaulted by angry residents were rescued by 
soldiers who were patrolling to monitor lock-
down regulations. Limpopo Provincial Police 
Spokesperson, Brigadier Motlafela Mojapelo 
was not immediately available for a comment 
at the time of going to print. 



The Sekhukhune District Municipality responded to the allegations whereby senior officials 
within the municipality, irregularly awarded tenders to companies that were to provide water 
as part of the Covid-19 Disaster Management Emergency Relieve Intervention Projects. R26 
Million was set aside for the projects and the appointment of the companies was intercepted 
just before they can commence with their services, after it was discovered that they improperly 
awarded the tenders as they were not complying. The matter has implicated several senior 
officials who played a role in the appointment of the companies allegedly on self-benefit. 
According to Sekhukhune District Mayoral Spokesperson, Willy Mosoma, In June 2020, the 
municipality has irregularly awarded several companies from its database for the Covid-19 
emergency relieve projects. Following internal checks and controls, the district municipality 
has since halted the processes due to alleged non-compliance with supply chain management 
policies.  “It is therefore that, Executive Mayor Cllr. Keamotseng Stanley Ramaila, appointed 
a Committee to investigate the alleged malpractice and also referred the matter for judicial 
review.  To this end, the High Court has granted the district municipality an Interim Order. 
And in addition, internally, all the affected officials on the matter have been served with letters 
to make their own representations,” he said. Executive Mayor Ramaila said the municipality 
will deal decisively with corrupt officials who played a role in the irregular appointment of the 
companies. “What this simply means is that, the court has granted us this relief on the basis 
of self assessment towards good governance. The people of Sekhukhune must understand that 
nobody has taken us to court; rather, it was ourselves who suspected non-compliance with due 
financial processes and went to court for confirmation of our suspicion. This for us is a victory 
towards a fight against fraud, corruption and maladministration. If need be, we can confirm 
that disciplinary action will be taken against all employees who might be found wanting. At the 
same time, we are doing everything in our power to ensure that these much needed Covid-19 
intervention projects, gets implemented on time for the benefit of our communities, however, 
within the confines of proper financial protocols,” said Ramaila.

Limpopo indigent household are urged to claim free basic electricity from Eskom, the power 
utility said in the statement. “Qualifying households i.e. unemployed, low-earning, the destitute 
and the elderly, in terms of the Municipal Indigent Policy, are encouraged to approach their mu-
nicipalities to register as indigents in order to collect their allocated free basic electricity every 
month. Customers on municipalities’ indigent household registers have the right to collect a 
minimum 50 kilowatt hours (kWh) of electricity for free every month.  Unfortunately, a number 
of indigent households do not exercise their right, either because they are unaware of the free 
basic electricity, or because they have not registered with the municipality,” reads the statement.  
Customers who have been advised by their respective municipalities that they do qualify for the 
FBE benefit are urged to not let this relief go to waste. To claim the benefit, customers should visit 
their nearest vendor. Alternatively, USSD codes *130*869# or *130*269# are already configured 
for customers to claim the benefit via a cell phone at no charge to the customer. Customers who 
wish to ascertain whether they qualify for the FBE benefit, should do so by contacting their local 
municipality, local ward councillor or a community development worker.

SDM : “Officials will be held accountable!”

Free basic electricity 





The Marble Hall Police have launched a massive manhunt for about 
three suspects who allegedly shot and killed an employee at a citrus farm 
outside Marble Hall Town on Saturday 25 July at about 13:00. According 
to Brigadier Motlafela Mojapelo, the victim was apparently paying farm 
employees when he was attacked and shot by unknown suspects. “It is 
alleged that a 39-year-old deceased, Jeremias Solomone Macheaque, 

Farm supervisor fatally shot in armed robbery incident 
was seated inside a vehicle, busy paying farm 
workers their wages on behalf of his employer 
when he was accosted by about three unknown 
men. They ordered him to give them the money 
while one of them pointed a firearm at him. 
He was then shot and the suspects grabbed 

the money, pulled 
him out of the vehicle 
and drove off with 
it,” said Mojapelo. 
He said the vehicle 
was later found aban-
doned about 1KM 
away from the crime 
scene. “The employee 
was certified dead by 
the Emergency Medi-
cal Services (EMS) 
on their arrival at the 
crime scene. A case of 
murder is under inves-
tigation,” he said. Mo-
japelo said the police 
appeal to anyone with 
information about the 
suspects to contact 
Lt Colonel Patrick 
Makgopa on 082 565 
8446, the crime stop 
number on 08600 
10111 or contact the 
nearest police station. 





After the Board of Governors (BOV) that 
comprises officials of the South African 
Football Association (SAFA) and the Premier 
Soccer League (PSL), given a green light for 
PSL and ABC Motsepe teams to resume with 
the 2019/2020 League from 8 August, teams 
participating in the SAFA SAB Regional 
Leagues are still in the dark. The SAB teams 
are still awaiting a go-ahead from SAFA as a 
result of unintended consequences brought by 
the Covid-19 pandemic. SAFA Sekhukhune 
SAB Regional Football League Coordinator, 
Frank Maredi, told the Dispatch that chances 
of nullifying the leagues are very high in the 
regions. “This is because our facilities are very 
poor and not complying with the Covid-19 
Regulations. There is no way we can arrange 
matches to play in sports grounds during this 
Covid-19 period. Only teams playing in the 
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Due to recent attacks 
and robberies against 
women coming from 
work around Nonyane 
Filling Station and 
other areas around 
Mashemong Section 
in Tafelkop Village, 
Gunmar Security and 
Emergency Services 
donated whistles to 
locals to fight crime. 
The ‘Whistle Against 
Crime Campaign’, is 
an initiative by Bana 
Ba Sekhukhune Com-
munity Solutions, a 
social community 
based organization 
that approached Gun-
mar to donate towards 
the drive to curb crim-
inal activities per-
petuated in the area 
lately. Two hundred 
whistles were hand-
ed-over to residents 
on Monday 20 July 
at AFM Church in 
Tafelkop. According 
to the chairperson of 
Bana Ba Sekhukhune 
Community Solu-
tions, Jeffrey Walker, 
the supplied whis-
tles will be used by 
women as a warn-
ing during attacks or 
break-ins. Gunmar 
Security Manager, 
Wayne Wagener said 
they have been sup-
porting the initiative 
for a number of years 
to ensure safety of 
residents, especially 
women and children 
because they are the 
vulnerable group.  
“We support Whistle 
Against Crime since 
2017. Since then, 
when the campaign is 
activated, we donate 
whistles and offer a 
24 Hours emergency 
services to the com-
munity of as a back-
up means in case of 
life threatening situ-
ations.” he said. 
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upper leagues can qualify as they are using 
proper facilities like stadiums,” he said. Ac-
cording to Maredi, propositions are made that 
the league will be completed as it stands and 
the team that occupies the first position per 
stream declare winners and advance to play in 
the Sekhukhune Regional Playoffs, where the 
winners will be representing the region in the 
provincial level. Maredi added that they are 
worried about illegal football tournaments and 
matches taking place around the villages. He 
added that steps will be taken against coaches 
and teams owners who will be found violating 
the law by organizing and participating in those 
matches. “Four teams were held accountable 
as we speak and necessary disciplinary actions 
will be taken against them. Probably, they could 
be suspended from participating in the regional 
league,” he said. 
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